Improving Transition Outcome Project

ITOP Interagency Council Minutes
10/10/07
New Attendees:

Susanne Zago (Cole Street Youth Clinic)

susanne.zago@SFDPH.org 

David Talo (Youth)

No e-mail

Daisy Ambia (Youth)

daisyambia@yahoo.com 

Martha Acacio (DPH/TAY) 

Martha.b.acacio@sfdph.org
Laurie Belton (JVS)

lbelton@jvs.org 
Camilla Bixler (CCSF)

cbixler@ccsf.edu 

Audrey Carlson (Parent)

audreycrls@aol.com 


Jacey Cohen (ARC)

jcohen@TheArcsf.org 

Judy Doane (DOR)
jdoane@dor.ca.gov 

Juno Duenas (SFCD)
jduenas@supportforfamilies.org 
Joe Femino (ARC)
jfemino@therarc.org 

Lucy Fisher (UCSF)

lucy.fisher@ucsf.edu
Robin Lewis (SFUSD)
rlewis2@poet.sfusd.edu 

Stefanie Nickle-Rather (GGRC)
snrather@ggrc.org 

Sophie Ng (Parent)
sophieng92@aol.com 

Daniel Monastersky (HSC)
Danielle@hearingspeech.org 

John Weber (ITOP- Coordinator)
jweber@supportforfamilies.org 
Meeting called to order at 1:15 p.m.

Welcome and Overview
Members introduced themselves. John provided an overview of the day’s agenda.

Minutes

The minutes of the last meeting were approved unanimously.
Youth Council
Daisy provided a brief overview of the Youth Council Meeting held on October 2, 2007. Members may refer to the ITOP Youth Councils Minutes dated 10/2/07 for the details.
ITOP Coordinator’s Report
John requested that Laurie provide a general update on last month activities. Laurie spoke briefly about the on-site evaluations of ITOP at JVS on September 25. Donna DeWeerd, a consultant hired by CHIIP, evaluated the San Francisco ITOP Project. Laurie thanked all the ITOP members and agencies that participated in the evaluation.
John & Laurie provided an overview of our Sacramento presentation to the Governor’s Committee held on September 26th.  She mentioned we were successful in sharing the ITOP website and   with key state officials. They were able to highlight some specific strategies of the San Francisco ITOP Comprehensive Strategic Plan that are similar to state strategies.
Stephanie from GGRC provided an overview of the GGRC Employment Task Force Meeting that took place that morning at 9:00am. She also expressed the importance of moving forward with the HCS Co-ops strategy and activities.  
Strategic Planning
Survey Results
Laurie and John revisited in detail the on-line survey results that the ITOP Council members completed.  Overall the group arrived at the following assessment:
· Frequency of the message about ITOP  to teachers is very important.

· ITOP needs to establish identity: develop a logo, more outreach in community.
Members recommended that the Council re-take the survey in the upcoming year to determine the progress and differences in the range of responses to each questions.

Strategies C3 & C6

Laurie facilitated this discussion and process. Members brainstormed possible tools, resources, expert guest speakers and best practices for strategies C3 & C6.  These discussions were an on-going dialogue of year 1 strategies. Council members also inquired about the Transition Youth Handbook through City College DSPS for new student enrollees. It was suggested that ITOP post this Handbook on the website and to utilize this document to develop the transition hand book and or training tool. The Coordinator agreed to track down the hand book and post it on the ITOP website as a resource.  Members also recommended at our November ITOP Council meeting that we have an in-depth and constructive discussion about concrete suggestions as to how SFUSD can become more involved with the project’s deliverables. The results of the strategies C3 & C6 brainstorming session is listed below.
C3- Communication between home and school (including limited English)

· Eric Mar, Kim-Shree Maufas &  Jane Kim -School Board Members
· Open Gate/Support for Families – have info about school calendar, other info, events, testing, finals, and schedules.

· “Communication Book” – for home/school communication.

· Teachers to make personal calls to home

· Phone trees

· Invite to open houses – (need for language translators)

· Dept. head – meet with classroom teachers to understand needs – resources needed, language, specific disabilities

· CAC as resource

· More parent involvement in schools (PTA, site councils)

C6- Access to higher education

· Contact agencies who provide  Financial Aid counseling for TAY  and develop a Financial Aide resource Sheet. 

· The Council suggested a panel discussion about access to post-secondary education with representatives from various agencies and programs. 
· Director of Financial Aid – CCSF

· DSPS – CCSF

· PACT

· DR

· JVS

· EOPS

· Guardian Scholars Program (Foster care)

· College Access Center, Upward Bound

· Current students to talk about experiences

· Student groups ( High School & College)

· What’s available?

· What are challenges?

· Where are gaps?

· Self-advocacy, support services

· New enrollees handbook – DSPS

Guest Speaker
Daisy Ambia the guest speaker suggested that she report about California Children Services experience in Orange and San Francisco Counties at the Next ITOP meeting.
Announcements
Lucy Fisher announced the School of Nursing Department of Family Health Care Nursing wants to learn about families plans and concerns during the transition to adulthood. For more information, please contact Lucy Fisher, RN, PhD Project Director @ (415) 476- 4659
Juno announced the upcoming Parent Professional Workshops (PPW) and distributed the monthly workshop calendar. To obtain the list of October and November training and PPW’s, please visit the Support for Families website, www.supportforfamilies.org 

Meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m.

