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ITOP Interagency Council

January 11, 2006: Meeting Minutes
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Welcome and Overview

After council member introductions, the minutes of the December meeting were approved with no changes.

ITOP Coordinator John Weber mentioned that he is trying to make meetings as accessible as possible, and asked that people contact him if they needed documents provided in plain text or if they had other suggestions for improving accessibility. John also noted that MOUs continue to come in, but there are still a few outstanding. He will contact those organizations and agencies by email to remind them, with a copy of the MOU attached. 

John also mentioned that he had recently been nominated to for an appointed to the San Francisco Human Rights Commission. 

ITOP Conference Planning Committee:
Planning has continued for the 2nd Improving Transition Outcomes Conference. It will be held in the Spring on April 27 or May 4. The Conference Planning Committee will meet on January 12 to discuss speakers, tracks (themes) and workshops for the Conference.

Agency Presentation: ILSP

Martha Zamora of Independent Living Skills Programs presented on the agency and its programs, which are designed for current and former foster youth with disabilities. Youth are eligible if they are in the foster care system at age sixteen. ILSP’s programs help youth become self-sufficient and successful, and are designed for youth age 14 through 21. Martha also provided brochures and other information on ILSP programs, and is available for any council members who need additional information.

Update on Parent/Guardian, Provider/Professional, and Agency Surveys

The surveys have now been distributed through a number of methods. San Francisco Unified is distributing surveys through classroom teachers, with care being taken to identify a family’s home language first. An additional 5,410 hard copies were distributed through the school district. Audrey noted that she had not yet received the survey through her child’s school, however. Surveys distributed through SFUSD will be returned via interdistrict mail and collected weekly by Support for Families. Surveys are due back on January 30th. 

Focus Group Analysis (Overview)

John Weber noted that, in addition to the ITOP focus groups, YGC is currently hosting three juvenile justice focus groups that may yield additional data. The next meeting will be January 19th at Jones Memorial Church on Polk Street. John has also received a number of messages from professionals and community members in the city who are interested in the ITOP project and the needs assessment. 

Preliminary needs assessment results were presented to the Council. Council members requested that these be charted to identify which trends were true across multiple groups. This may help the group prioritize goals to address barriers based on frequency of mention. Results from surveys and focus groups will also be separated. 

Landscape Document (Draft)

Council members also reviewed a preliminary draft of the landscape document. A number of members volunteered to help find additional demographic data on youth with disabilities. Several members also offered suggestions on textual changes. A second draft of the document will be distributed later in the winter.

Announcements

John also asked the group to collectively plan the agenda for the February meeting, which will include a more in-depth look at preliminary results from the surveys and full results from the focus groups. A full draft of the needs assessment will also be presented to the group. Agency presentations will continue as well. John will also provide the group’s vision and goals for any new members (or existing members who would like to review them again).  

Follow-up Items

1) MIG will create a chart of needs assessment trends across sub-groups.

2) MIG will follow up on data collection needs, and will pass this information on to Support for Families.

3) ITOP Coordinator John Weber will collect surveys; Support for Families will enter data into the MIG web survey form for analysis.

4) John will send members an update on the upcoming San Francisco DCYF funding meetings.

5) A draft of the ITOP brochure and website will also be available at the next meeting.
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