ITOP Council Minutes 

10-7-08

New Attendees 

Devon Davis (Youth)

Gabriel Rogin (GGRC)

RoseAnne Sidhu (Passport Learning)

Attendees:
Martha Acacio (CBHS-TAY)

Daisy Ambia (Youth)

Yukari Baba (Academy of Arts)

Camilla Bixler (Parent)

Zaccheaus Bradstreet (Youth)

Audrey Carlson (Parent)

Jacy Cohen (ARC)

Marquez Gray (BMAGIC)

Kevin Hickey  (JVS)

Ben McMullan (Youth)

Allison Molina (Work Link)

Paul Ogilvie  (GGRC)

Jane Steiner (Parent/ SFUSD)

David Talo (Youth)

Linda Tung (Parent/ SFCD)

WELCOME AND OVERVIEW
John welcomed the new attendees to the ITOP Council.  Members briefly introduced themselves and their ITOP Committee involvement, i.e.; Transition Dream Team, Education Committee, and Youth Council etc.
Minutes
Members approved the minutes dated 9/10/08 unanimously.

Update from ITOP Coordinator –J. Weber 
John reiterated the importance of securing ITOP funding in the coming months.  He stated we are looking to remain active at securing long-term funding and would appreciate council members help with identifying funders.

. 

Standing Committee Report: 
There was nothing to report on the Human Rights Committee (HRC) Mayor’s.  In regards to the Transitional Youth Task Force – John reported on the upcoming meeting with Rachel Antrobus, the new TAY Director. We are scheduled to meet on 10/17/08 along with Kevin from JVS to check-in about ITOP activities and to collaborate on the ITOP and TAY’s strategic plan alignments. 
Youth Council Report:
Daisy shared with the group about the continue progress of the Youth Council. She briefly mentioned the last restaurant the group review in September.  Youth members are currently writing their evaluation of the restaurant. The reviews will be posted in the coming weeks.
Old Business

I. INFORMATION AND TRAINING: 

Transition Dream Team Update (On-site High School Resource Fair) Robin, Linda, Jack

Linda Tung reported that our first Transition Fair meeting is for Ida b. Wells is scheduled for October 23rd from 12:15 to 3:15.  The letters to the parents were mailed via Robin and written by Linda T.  The flyers were developed and mailed to students and parents (Junior & Seniors with IEP) of Ida B. Wells. Also the invitation to vendors inviting Community Based Organizations and agencies were sent via e-mail by Lynda N. The invitation also provided the vendor with a clear purpose of the transition resource fair at Ida B. Wells.
Transition Tracks for SFCD Infomation & Resource Conference, Linda T / Jacy C
The Transition Track committee meets to discuss possible transition track. Member wanted to make sure the transition track involved youth that speaks directly to them.  If anyone is interested in being an exhibitor, please send your request to Juno.  She will then forward this information to the Information & Resource Manager.
II. Support & Opportunities
Adopt – a- school project in 3 schools – John W.
John reported that the Transition Dream Team met on 9/12/08 to discuss the 3 on-site high school transition fairs and to select the participating schools for the Cycle 2 Adopt-A- School- Project.  TDT member unanimously selected Thurdgood Marshall and Mission High School. Member selected these schools because of the openness to transition. In addition, it was generally agreed that these schools hand transition activities taking place in the school and had a basis of support from staff and the administration.  Therefore the TDT member felt Adopt-A-School could sure up existing transition efforts.

Itop youth council – increase membership to 20 youth – daisy
Daisy reported on the need why the group met to develop a method to increase youth participation through outreach. The youth members developed a youth application for this purpose.  She reported that the application has improved our outreach and transition efforts. It has allowed the youth council to better know applicants, discuss their availability, and identify resource needs and to connect potential members to ITOP member resources. Through various street outreaches and participating in focus groups, the ITOP youth Council has obtain 14 new members. The goal is 20 new youth council members for the year.  Daisy also reported that the Youth Council is looking to increase recruitment among High School students.  Representatives will be participating upcoming high schools on-site transition resource fairs, presenting at the Adopt-A-School program.  The youth council wants to recruit youth under 18, in order to apply for CHALK funding.  Daisy distributed Youth Council Application and encouraged members to distribute to their network of youth. Jane Steiner invited the youth council representative to present at John O’Connell r home classes as a way to recruit other high school youth. Daisy and Jan exchanged contact information to schedule a presentation.

Youth led IEP project- Ben
Ben reported on the background of the IEP Youth Led Committee. He also explained the work of the last 2 meeting of the committee. The IEP workgroup is working diligently with working to make sure the language is youth friendly the existing SFCD IEP Training;   Chris, & John send a request via listserve other IEP Trainings and Youth Lead Trainings.  The next scheduled IEP workgroup meeting is October18th. The group will continue work and brainstorm who is missing from the table.

Quarterly meeting with the Special Education, SELPA Director /Administrator of Secondary –j Weber
John reported on the purpose of the Quarterly Meeting with the Special Education Department. A letter requesting an established quarterly meeting was email and agreed.  Mr. Wax indicated he had sent tentative dates to meet. He also suggested that we confirm the date for the year.  John Weber will follow-up with additional proposed dates. John also apologized for overlooking the proposed dates Mr. Wax sent via e-mail.
III. OUTREACH
Comprehensive itop council member’s affiliation matrix - j Weber
Members were encouraged to complete the affiliation form by the end of the meeting. The Affiliation Report/Matrix is completed. The ITOP Coordinator and the Administrative Assistant will play around with lay -out.
Presentations related to transition at 3 citywide agencies – j. Weber
We have selected 3 agencies to do presentations about ITOP and Transition youth issues, Department of Aging and Adult Services, Mayors Office on Disability Council and Department of Disabilities.  The DOR presentation is scheduled for November 13th, 2008. John hopes to bring 2 ITOP youth representative to the presentation to share their perspective about Transition Services “What Works & What are the Challenges They Face”.
ARC Open House - Jay C.
John and Jacy met on 9/11/08 to discuss the plan to organize and Open House. The scheduled date is November 10th from 11:00 -2:30pm.  We decided that John and ITOP would assist in getting this information out to the full group. It was suggested that SFSUD assist us in getting this information out to the transition classes.  We hope to continue to work in the future build future Open Houses.  It was suggested that we have an information table strategically placed of upcoming events.  We hope to build this Open House event as a networking opportunity.  
Additional Comments:

The flyer should clearly state the purpose of the open house.  Member also inquired about a consolidated list of specific programs, and GGRC vendors.  It was requested that GGRC send John the GGRC vendors that could be uploaded to the ITOP website.  
Ben suggested that we explore a consortium for citizen with disability. This website group has a listing of organizations that assist youth and person with disabilities.

Developing a Resource Directory for transition was another suggestion presented from the membership.
IV. SUSTAINING
Securing of funding for itop council’s - J. Weber
John reported the urgency and the importance of securing funding for ITOP to continue the work of the ITOP Council and its Activity.  It was further reported that after June 2009 ITOP will no longer have funding.  
Discuss feasibility for membership dues structure for itop member agencies. J. Weber

Members generally did not support the membership dues structures. Members stated the do not feel that the dues structure would generate any 
The Found Generation – Jacy C
The Found Generation Planning Team has met 3 time to-date.  Jacy stated that this project is aligned in the ARC Strategic Plan.  She is confident the project will happen. The ARC is committed to this project. The next steps are to continue to meet and work on the program and identify key funders and supporters of this program. She wants to make sure we get Dale Dutton and Marie Jobling back to the table.  Jacy plans to research other programs nationally that are similar to the Found Generations. Alan plans rework the proposal.   He recently met to with DCYF and Margaret to share with them about the Found Generation. The ARC currently has received some support for DCYF. The project was encouraged to link to DCYF effort to out of school time.  DCYF has also invited a proposal for a small $1,500 Grant from the ARC.  The planning group is scheduled to meet on 10-17-08.
2:00pm. Jacy and John will keep the full ITOP Council Updated on the progress.
NEW BUSINESS:  

Nothing to Report 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
October 11th is the annual Support For Families Fundraisers. The fundraiser will be held at the Jewish Community Center
October 11th there will be an IEP workshop from 8:30 -12:30pm, located at John O’Connell High School 2355 Folsm.
October 14th- Lecture series on Autism from 12-2 at the San Rafael Community Center www.marthautism.org. 

October 25th – AASCEND Conference 2008 – Going To Work!  SFUSD Seven Hills from 8:30am to 4:30pm.

 Adjourn 3:00pm
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Improving Transitions Outcomes Project
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